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Minutes of a Meeting of Cerne Valley Parish Council held at 7.30pm on  

Thursday 10th March 2016 at Cerne Abbas Village Hall 
 

Present: Cllrs I. Humphreys, J. Barry, J. Bolt, N. Furness, F. Horsington, R. Vickers, M. Keating, 
C. Trim, T. Handley. 
 
2 members of the public 
Cllr Yarker WDCC 
Cllr Haynes DCC 
 
Meeting opened at 1930 hours. 
 
1. Apologies for absence 
 
Cllr Beresford sent his apologises. 
 
2. Declarations of pecuniary and other interests 
 
None. 
 
3. To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th January 2016 
 
These were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
 
4. Chairman’s update 
 
Cllr Humphreys started by speaking on planning.  The planning scheduled at 8a in the 
agenda has been moved to Thursday 10th March with a site visit on the 9th in the evening.  
The Long Street development now has full approval and he is looking forward to seeing the 
building regenerated. 
He gave a brief update on Mill Lane flooding stating that a short term measure to alleviate 
the flooding had been enacted. He confirmed that longer term measures had been 
proposed by the builder. 
The orange ISO in the Folly had had an enforcement notice served but the resident had 
appealed and so the process was still ongoing. 
Finally, and but no means lastly, The Chairman thanked Cllr Tom Handley on his excellent 
service to the Cerne Valley Parish Council over many years especially his time as the 
chairman of the full council and as a subcommittee chairman. He wished Tom and Karen all 
the very best in their future ventures. 
 
 



 

 

 
5. Public Discussion Period 
 
There were no comments from members of the public. 
 
6. To receive reports from the County & District Councillors 
 
Cllr Jill Haynes spoke on a number of matters. Firstly, all but one of the youth clubs have 
received a community offer. A transport review was going to be conducted. Savings of 
£1.5million over the next couple of years had to be made. The collection of the data was 
due for completion by the end of spring. She then confirmed her invitation to all her Ward 
chairman to a meeting on the 14th April to talk about the proposed devolution and what this 
may mean to Parish Councils.  Ideas to be mooted are items such as the mobile library 
service. 
She continued by talking on the restructure of Dorset Local Government, stating that the 
thought process was heading towards a formation of a Bournemouth/Poole (Christchurch) 
and a Dorset Shire council. Decisions are likely to be made by early summer and then 
proposals put to central government by the end of the year.  
Finally back on a financial theme there had to be £100 million of cuts throughout Dorset. 
 
Cllr Tim Yarker was spoke next. He confirmed that council tax was to be raised by 3%. The 
single authority’s aims were to create more efficiencies and more income generation. 
The referendum in May, triggered by Mr Grantham will cost tax payers £95K.  
Finally, the Local Plan was to be reviewed despite it only be published in October. This 
should be completed by 2021. The aim for housing is 770 new houses per year. 
 
Cllr Fred Horsington mentioned that the council reserves could be gone by 2017/18. There 
was to be a 111 meeting between all the councillors in West Dorset, North Dorset and 
Weymouth / Portland. 
He confirmed about the transport review and lastly that is has been suggested that Parishes 
get together to have a stronger voice. Cllr Handley questioned whether this ‘sovereign 
council’ was just the same as the current District Council, but Cllr Horsington dismissed this 
thought. 
 
7. Subcommittee updates and requests 
 
Cllr Furness updated the Council on the Car Park. The recent subcommittee meeting on 03rd 
March 16 approved the repairs to the fence, picnic table and grass areas. 
 
Cllr Furness then briefed on the Play Park. Minor repairs from the inspection report were 
authorised at the subcommittee meeting on 03rd March 16. It was also decided to install 
rubber matting under the springers. The Clerk is to write an article on the increase on dog 
fouling in and around the play areas. 
 
Cllr’s Handley and Keating informed the Council of new developments at the allotments. It 
was agreed to tidy the empty plots and headland by Chescombe twice a year. A larger skip 



 

 

was to be priced up along with a new noticeboard. The subcommittee, who had met earlier 
in the evening, settled on a 10% price increase for 2017. 
 
Cllr Barry spoke on F&E. The subcommittee met on 11th February and decided on the 
following courses of action: A contract had been agreed with Wessex Ground Services for 
works around the Parish including works on the visibility splay at Frys Lane which had been 
completed, monies had been put aside for paving slabs in Cerne Abbas, the SID, weed 
control, and notice board works. 
 
In the absence of Cllr Beresford, the Clerk updated on events for the Burial Ground. There 
was disappointment at the removal of coins from St Augustine’s Well, and a contractor had 
been tasked with a tidy up of the grounds. 
 
8. Planning 
 
 WD/D/16/000124 
 MANSDALE, MAIN ROAD, GODMANSTONE, DORCHESTER, DT2 7AH 
 Erection of a dwelling (Full) 
 
 This item was postponed and moved to a new planning meeting on 17th March 16 at 
 Godmanstone Village hall commencing at 1900 hours. 
 
 WD/CA/16/00054 
 7 THE FOLLY, CERNE ABBAS, DORCHESTER, DT2 7JR 
 1No. Conifer – Fell 
 
 This item had already been approved WDDC prior to the meeting. 
 
 WD/D/16/000307 
 DICKLEY DOWN FARM, SYDLING ROAD, CERNE ABBAS, DORCHESTER, DT2 7JT 
 Occupation of Dickley Down Farmhouse since 1989 in breach of the occupancy 
 condition  imposed under planning permission 1/E/87/00130. (Certificate of Lawfulness 
 (Existing))  
 

 The Council had no objections to this planning application 
 
9. Meetings attended 
 
Cllr Barry attended both the DAPTC seminar and DAPTC executive committee meetings. The 
theme running through both was the up and coming restructuring of Local Government as 
outlined above. It was almost a given that more powers would down to Parish Councils and 
she urged Councillors to start to embrace the public and what was important to them. She 
suggested the formation of a working group at the earliest opportunity. The Chairman 
decided that this subject needed more depth and to move it to the agenda each meeting on 
a permanent basis. It was also agreed to make this subject a standing item on the agenda 
for all future village and full council meeting(s). 
 



 

 

10. New Cerne Abbas Flood Plan 
 
Andrew Popkin gave a brief overview on flooding matters in the valley. It was decided to 
move the presentation to the Village meetings on 28th April. 
 
11. The Transparency Code 
 
New legislation requires Councils to be more open about the business they conduct. It was 
agreed that all financial matters should be published from the new financial year on a 
monthly basis.  
 
12. Sub Committees and working groups 
 
This agenda item was moved to the next meeting in May. The Clerk placed the seed into the 
mind of Councillors over disbanding subcommittee’s in favour of working groups, thus 
enabling members of public to join. Also proposed was replacing the current bimonthly 
system of full Parish Council meetings with monthly ones. 
 
13. Meeting dates 
 
The Clerk agreed to distribute the meeting dates document again. 
 
14. To receive and approve the financial reports 
 
The Clerk produced the bank reconciliations, schedule of cheques paid and budgets. 
There were no questions and the Chairman signed off the cheques. 
 
15. Next meeting(s) 
 
Cerne Abbas Village Meeting   21st April 1900 
Godmanstone Village Meeting  28th April 1900 
Full Council Meeting Godmanstone  12th May 1930 
 
The meeting closed at 2132 hours. 
 

 

 
Chairman’s Signature     ______________________________________________ 
 
 
Date                                  _______________________________________________ 


