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Minutes 
 

A meeting of the Footpath and Environment Committee was held at 7.30pm, on 22nd October 2015, 
in Cerne Abbas Village Hall. 

 

Present: Cllrs Barry (Chairman), Bolt, Trim, Horsington and Humphreys. 
 

1. Apologies for absence 
 
 R. Vickers 
 T. Handley 
 M. Keating 
 
2. Declarations of pecuniary and other interests 

 

 None 
 
3. Minutes of previous meeting held on 11th February 2015 

 
 These were agreed and signed by the Chairman 

 

4. Issues arising from last meeting 
 
 None 

 
5.  Report on ongoing issues  
 
 a. Litter bin in the Folly.     
 This has now been removed. 
 
 b. Duck street railings.     
 Costings have been approved and a supplier sourced. A grant of £500 has been received from 

DCC and an application to AONB sent. The parish council are awaiting a start date from Highways 
who have agreed to do the work free of charge. 

 
 c. SID update.      
 In light of the poor charge of the batteries and one gone missing it was agreed to purchase two 

new batteries to use with the SID system. 
 
 d. Routine Maintenance.    
 This was previously put out to tender but no formal bids received. It was agreed to shelve for this 

financial year and try again for next. The areas were confirmed as: 
 river bank, Snicket, Fry’s Lane, land behind New Inn backing onto Back lane, village green in 

Godmanstone, Chescombe and Mill meadow. 



 
6. General reports 
 
 a. Rights of way.     
 No report was produced 
 
 b. Flood warden Cerne Abbas   
 No report was produced for the evening but received later. This has been distributed to all 

councillors in full. 
 
 c. Flood warden Godmanstone   
 Helen Brown stated it had been a quiet year. The EA was still hoping to raise the river bank at 

Thatch End and Cobwebs. The flood relief channel was overgrown and a request was made to 
clear it out. See 5d. Finally, only a little Himalayan Balsam was found and an eye would be kept 
out for it 

 
 The Clerk stated that the flood warning signs had been ordered and were likely to be available 

around the end of November.   
 
 d. Grit bins.     
 The Clerk briefed that all grit bins would all be filled by DCC. It was agreed that additional bags up 

to the sum £300 be purchased. 
 
 e. Fry’s Lane gullies.    
 Cllr Barry stated that the work had stopped due to the fact that collapsed pipes had been found. 

Highways were looking into this issue. 
 
 f. Magna housing issues.   
 Cllr Barry updated the committee on this matter. A representative had visited the site of the 

uneven pavements and were looking at the issue along with lighting for the area. 
 
 g. Mill Lane.     
 Cllr Humphreys concluded after an update from the Clerk that the Parish Council had done all 

that it could at this time. 
 
 h. Highways.     
 The Clerk talked about reporting faults and issues. He mentioned that works do seem to be 

completed quicker if reported via the Parish Council. 
 
 i. Planters in Long Street.   
 There had been numerous complaints about safety issues of the planters in Long Street. The Clerk 

confirmed that he had written to the occupier on behalf of the parish council and received a reply 
that they were being donated to auction in the near future. 

 
 j. Parking in Long Street.   
 It was agreed that the yellow lines were very faint. The Clerk was requested to draft a note for 

the parish magazine and contact Highways with a view to painting the lines. 
 
 k. Stile at the top of the meadow.  
 The Clerk confirmed that after a couple of complaints, the stile had been replaced by the WDDC 

rights of way team. 



 
7. Issues for discussion 
 
 a. Tree surgery at bottom Fry’s Lane.  
 This area has become increasingly overgrown and is now a visibility issue. The parish council had 

received two quotes of around £1500 to clear the area back to the bank. However, the 
committee decided that this should the responsibility of the Highways and requested that the 
Clerk pursue this with the department. 

 
 b. Milestone in Duck Street.   
 It had been brought to the attention of the parish council that this particular milestone was in a 

poor state of repair. The Clerk confirmed that the responsibility for repair and maintenance lies 
with DCC Highways. However, in this financially prudent times it was unlikely that any work was 
likely to be done. The Clerk had been in touch with the Milestone society who had agreed to 
meet members of the Historical Society to discuss a way ahead. The committee set aside £200 to 
assist with the restoration pending feedback. 

 
 c. Abbey street stones.    
 The Clerk had been in touch with DCC, WDDC and Historic England. The conclusion was that DCC 

Highways maintain the authority for repairs and maintenance. Their response is to replace any 
health and safety matters with a concrete fix. The Clerk had priced up replacement Purbeck stone 
which amounted to about £100 a slab. It was concluded that at this time there was no acceptable 
outcome and Cllr Humphreys would pursue the matter further starting with a meeting with 
concerned residents. 

   
8. Financial matters 
 
 Other than those stated above the committee had no further business for finances. 
 The Clerk then briefed on the following: 
 
 Income from Precept £2200 
 Expenditure to date was £98.74 
 
 Reserve fund stood at £4064.37 
 
 Meeting closed at 2116 
 
 

 
 Signed by the Chairman 
 
 
 
 Gillian Barry _______________     03rd November 2015 
 
 
 


