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Minutes of meeting of the Allotments Committee held at 6pm on 10th March 2016 
on site at Cerne Abbas Allotment gardens 

 

Present:  Cllrs T. Handley, I. Humphreys, J. Barry, M. Keating 

 

 

1. To appoint a Chairman 
 
Cllr Keating was duly appointed Chairman 
 
2. Apologises for absence 
 
Cllr Horsington sent his apologises 
 
3. Declarations of pecuniary and other interests 
 
None 
 
4. To agree the minutes of the previous meeting held on 01st May 2015 
 
These were signed by the Chairman 
 
5. Chairman’s report 
 
Cllr Handley spoke as the outgoing Chairman. He said he was somewhat disappointed at the drop off 
of occupied plots after all the work in creating new ones. It was agreed that plots could be offered to 
residents outside of the Cerne Valley area. 
 
6. Site inspection 
 
This was postponed due to darkness 
 
7. Update since last meeting 
  
 a. Noticeboard 
 This had been moved to the front gate. Cllr Humphreys noted that advertising posters were 
 already being placed on it. The Clerk was tasked with costing a new one along the lines of a 
 smaller Godmanstone one. 
 b. Empty plots 
 The Clerk was requested to advertise in the parish mag and the Portal. 
 c. Action on empty plots 
 It was decided that the best course of action would be to strip these areas. 
 d. Mowers 
 These and been sharpened and reminded that they were for everybody’s use. 
 e. Vehicles on field 
 They had been no further reports of quad bikes on the field. 
 f. Grass cutting of paths 
 The best quote from a contractor was £20 per hour. It was agreed that grass cutting was part of 
 the contract and this was not to be pursued any further. 



 
8. Items for discussion 
 
 a. Actions on empty plots 
 It was agreed to request Wessex Garden Services to trim the empty plots. At the same time ask if 
 the headlands could be done. It was decided that these works should be done twice a year in 
 early May and late June. The Clerk was tasked with speaking with Wessex Garden Services. 
 b. Skip hire (larger one) 
 The skip continued to be a success to such a point that it was overflowing within a week. 
 The Clerk was asked to price up a 6 yard skip. 
 c. Rent for next year 
 It was unanimously agreed to raise the plot rental by 10%.  
 The field rent was be held for another year. 
 At this point a vote of thanks was given to Fred Horsington on all the works he does for free on 
 behalf of Parish Council in and around the allotments. 
 
9. Finance update 
 
 Income from precept  £450 
 Income from plot rental  £776.55 
 
 Expenditure   £508.46 
 
 Reserve    £1195.95 
 
 There were no known costs for this financial year. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Mike Keating                 Chairman           15 March 2016 
 


